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BREAKING NEWS AT CHICAGOTRIBUNE.CO 


CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK 
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Honoring the fallen in a pandemic 


The Falk family, left, and the Mendiola family visit memorials for their loved ones at the Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery in Elwood on 
Friday. The coronavirus has forced the cancellation of the tradition at Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery where thousands of flags are 
placed by volunteers. The public Memorial Day ceremony has also been canceled this year. 


Plans for 
anticipated 
restaurants 
tossed out 


With virus, uncertain 
future, here’s how their 
strategies changed 


By PHIL VETTEL 


ay and June are typi- 
M cally boom months for 
new Chicago restau- 


rants. Concepts that are months, 
even years, in the making aim for 
spring openings, with restaura- 
teurs eager to take advantage of 
the seasons when outdoor dining 
is at its peak. 

But this year, when even estab- 
lished restaurants find them- 
selves completely dark or forced 
into a carryout and delivery 
model — often with menus that 
are far less ambitious, culinarily, 
than they would be in normal 
circumstances — what hope is 
there for newcomers still waiting 
for their first customers? 

We take a look at eight eagerly 
anticipated openings — all at 
different stages of readiness — to 
see how their plans have 
changed. 
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Michael Muser, 45, director of operations at Ever, poses for a portrait in the restaurant May 12 in Chicago. 


Ever 


Planned opening: Spring 

Now: Hoping to debut in July 

Michael Muser and acclaimed 
chef Curtis Duffy are opening 
Ever, a restaurant anticipated to 
be among Chicago’s best restau- 
rants when it finally opens. 
(Duffy and Muser were the 
creative force behind Grace, 
which received the maximum 
three stars from the Michelin 
Guide.) But construction delays, 
some of them attributable to the 
coronavirus slowdown, have 
pushed Ever’s schedule back. 


“Construction being what it is 
— late — slowed even more,” 
Muser said. “Sure, you could 
continue, but at a much slower 
rate; you can’t have multiple 
tradesmen in at the same time. 
That plumber working in the 
corner? Nobody else go over 
there” 

There has also been the not- 
insignificant matter of receiving 
equipment ordered months ear- 
lier, Muser said. 

“Anything traveling on a plane, 
a boat, a bus — it was like, ‘Where 
did it go?” he said. “And you 
wrote the check already, so you 


want to get the stuff you paid for. 
Silverware from London, plates 
from Spain, textiles from France 
— everything wed paid for, I 
wanted to know where it was. It 
was like playing whack-a-mole.” 

However, the delays haven’t 
hurt the restaurant. Indeed, they 
may have helped. 

“Its weird with us, almost 
serendipitous,’ Muser said. “We 
got pushed to a place in which I 
foresee Ever waking up in four to 
six weeks, or somewhere around 
there. And then come the 
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survived wars, died of virus 


Families struggling for 
a way to pay tribute to 
dead on Memorial Day 


By R.J. RICO 
Associated Press 


ATLANTA — One was a 94- 
year-old veteran of World War II 
who was the first of his 11 brothers 
to enlist in the military. One was a 
Vietnam veteran who lost his leg 
overseas and was always touched 
when people thanked him for his 
service. Another was drafted into 
the military at 18 and received a 
Purple Heart. 

They are among the untold 
number of veterans who served 
and survived during times of war 
only to die from the coronavirus. 

This year’s Memorial Day will 
pay tribute not only to those who 
died on the battlefield but more 
recent fallen soldiers. And in a 
reminder of the way coronavirus 
has transformed American lives 
and traditions, many of the usual 
Memorial Day gatherings have 
been either canceled or curtailed 
— mindful of the pandemic that 
has killed nearly 100,000 people in 
the country. 

It’s making the situation even 
more painful for the relatives of 
those veterans who have died 
from the virus. 

Robert Hopp was one of 79 
residents of a veterans home in 
Paramus, New Jersey, to die from 
COVID-19, making the state-run 
facility one of the nation’s worst 
hot spots for the virus. 

He served 21/2 tours during the 
Vietnam War and received a 
Purple Heart after he was hit with 
enemy fire while in a helicopter. 
Everyone else on board the chop- 
per died, but Hopp managed to 
climb into the pilot’s seat and fly to 
safety. 

After being hospitalized re- 
cently for diabetic complications, 
his health deteriorated and he 
died in April. He was 70. 

His family is at aloss about how 
they will mark the occasion. 

“We couldn’t even have a funer- 
al for him yet,” stepson J.J. Brania- 
Hopp said. “There’s not really 
anything we can do right now. All 
we'll probably do is talk about him, 
maybe go for a walk out in the 
sun.” 

The toll of the virus on military 
veterans has been harsh. They are 
older, have underlying health 
problems, and many reside in 
facilities that have been breeding 
grounds for the disease. 

According to the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, more than 1,000 
veterans have been killed by the 
coronavirus. That does not in- 
clude hundreds more who have 
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MORE INSIDE 


Pritzker sets rules for 
reopening businesses 


With all regions of the state as 
defined under Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s 
phased-in reopening plan slated 
to advance to the next stage Fri- 
day, the state rolled out detailed 
guidance Sunday for businesses. 
The industry-specific guidance 
for the sectors of the state’s econ- 
omy that will see loosened re- 
strictions in the third phase of 
Pritzker’s plan provides a glimpse 
at a gradual return to normalcy. 
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Emanuel mum on his talks with Biden 


Former mayor’s pundit 
appearances on TV, 
podcasts do offer hints 


By BILL RUTHHART 


Rahm Emanuel is having regu- 
lar conversations with presump- 
tive Democratic presidential no- 
minee Joe Biden and his top 
advisers about economic policy, 
the selection of a running mate 
and the political machinations of 
taking on President Donald 
Trump. 

While Chicago’s former mayor 
is keeping the specifics to himself, 
he offered some hints about his 


counsel while mic’d up during a 
round of recent TV and podcast 
appearances. 

Among Emanuel’s ideas: 
Democrats should stop looking 
timid on reopening the country 
amid the coronavirus pandemic 
and offer a bold plan to rebuild 
the nation’s infrastructure. While 
millions of Americans are stuck 
on unemployment, the govern- 
ment should pay for them to be 
trained for future jobs in coding 
and cybersecurity. And it’s time 
Democrats push for a New Deal 
2.0 with guarantees on retirement 
security, health care and college 
education. 

As for the selection of a run- 


ning mate, Emanuel said the 
decision is more important than 
usual — Biden is 77 and would 
take office amid health and econ- 
omic crises — but that policy 
direction is at least as important 
for the former vice president. 
Revealing his standing in Bid- 
en’s orbit helps Emanuel, now a 
year removed from public office, 
keep himself relevant in the 
national political discourse — a 
knack he’s managed over several 
decades of building beltway re- 
lationships and holding key polit- 
ical posts. He has a weekly paid 
Sunday morning gig on ABC’s 
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Then-Vice President Joe Biden, right, and Mayor Rahm Emanuel follow- 
ing an event in Chicago in 2013. 


~~ Tom Skilling’s forecast High88 Low6 


9 Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back page of A+E section 
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